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Accelerated Reader is a program based on the fact that students become more motivated to read if

they are tested on the content of the books they have read and are rewarded for correct answers.

Students read each book, individually take the test on the computer, and receive gratification when

they score well. Schools using the Accelerated Reader program have seen a significant increase in

reading among their students.These titles for reluctant readers highlight the possible consequences

of drug use, including the dangers of addiction, damage to mind and body, and increased likelihood

of violent behavior.
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Age Range: 12 - 17 years
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Grade 4-8-- Edwards presents a general overview of street drugs, discussing their affects on the

body, treatment of addicts, and strategies to avoid involvement. Smith's book focuses particu-larly

on heroin. Posed black-and-white and full-color photographs depict miserable drug users and happy

young people engaged in acceptable activities. The texts are sometimes choppy and often preachy.

The material is, for the most part, correct but may not tell the whole story; in discussing methadone

treatment, both books refer to it as another addictive drug without explaining why it is used.

Edwards states that ``AIDS is now the leading cause of death among heroin addicts.'' Smith says

``Heroin is more damaging to mental health than to physical health.'' The format of these books is



more attractive than the ``Understanding Drugs'' series (Watts), written on the same reading level,

and they explain the physical side in more detail than Margaret O. Hyde's anecdotal Know about

Drugs (Walker, 1990). --Martha Gordon, South Salem Library, NYCopyright 1992 Reed Business

Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Edwards is a consultant-Science Education, Board of Education of the city of New York.
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